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UCCE Sutter-Yuba Climate Smart Agriculture Program

armers are the foundation of our community, and do
F important work in our community every day, preserving
our agroecosystems, stewarding the land, and feeding the
world. In my role as the Climate Smart Agriculture Community
Education Specialist in the UCCE Sutter-Yuba Office, | provide
outreach, education, technical assistance, and implementation
to Yuba-Sutter farmers and ranchers for California Department
of Food and Agriculture’s Incentive & Block Grant Programs.
These grant programs benefit producers while also reducing
water use, improving soil health, and promoting manure
management practices. All these steps aid in the collective
management of our environment and making sure that we have
sustainable agriculture for years to come.

Some examples of the past and future CDFA
Incentive & Block Grant Programs:

Alternative Mature Management Program (AMMP)

This grant includes projects involving solid separation,
conversion from flush to scrape, daily spread, solid storage,
and more. Pasture-based management includes projects
involving conversion of non-pasture operations to pasture-
based, increasing pasture time, alternative manure treatment

and storage, compost bedded pack barn, and slatted floor pit
storage.

State Water Enhancement and Efficiency Program (SWEEP)
This grant includes projects involving soil, weather, plant
sensors, drop systems, updated irrigation systems, automation,
flow meters, irrigation (required), variable frequency drive
(VFD), pump retrofit/replacement, fuel conversion (diesel to
electric), and solar energy. Not eligible are new/deeper wells
and additional pumps.

Healthy Soils Program (HSP)
This grant includes projects involving compost, cover crops,
hedgerows, mulching whole orchard recycling, and more.

As part of my role, | also participate in extension programming
related to Climate Smart Agriculture and Healthy Soil
programming in Sutter and Yuba. | also assist with applications
for non-CDFA grants when applicable. Interested growers

can sign up to be added to my mailing list for future event
announcements as well as grant openings. To be added to the
list, please contact the UCCE Sutter-Yuba office at 530-822-7515,
or you can reach me directly at hmontgomery@ucanr.edu =
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Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau Fund for
Agriculture Education’s 2025 Spring Fling

Written by Ciera Mannan, YSFB Program Coordinator

n March 14th, the Yuba-Sutter

Farm Bureau Fund for Agriculture
Education (F.A.E.) hosted the 13th annual
Spring Fling fundraiser. Community
members gathered at the Yuba-Sutter
Fairgrounds to support the future of
agriculture—a cause close to their
hearts. The funds raised at Spring Fling
help F.A.E. provide employee training
workshops, scholarships, the Blue
Jacket Bonanza program, and financial
assistance to agricultural projects. The
atmosphere was lively, with beautifully
arranged centerpieces from the Country
Florist setting the tone for a welcoming
and festive evening. Guests enjoyed
delicious food prepared by Circa 53 with
support from Country Butcher, while
music from Gold Buckle Productions
added to the spirit of the event. East
Nicolaus and Marysville High School
Sober Grad took on bartending duties,
raising funds for their upcoming grad
nights.
With 600 attendees and the help of
over 75 local 4-H and FFA members,

69 Ranch
AgWest Farm Credit
Amanda Pedrett
Amar Sohal
ANA Farms
Anderson’s F[ying Service
Atlas CPA’s and Advisots
Banner Bank
Beach Hut Deli
Bear River Supply Inc.
Beautifully Bronze Beauty
Suites and Boutique
Beeler Tractor
Big Time Farming
Bill Bertolini Farms Inc.
Bishop’s Pumpkin Farm
Blue Diamond
Brick Coffee House Cafe
Butte Basin Management
C&C Farming
California Farm Bureau
California Rice Commission
Calpine
Closet Boutique
Collins Lake
Colusa Indian Council
Cookie Tree
Davis Machine Shop
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the night was a true community effort.
Supporters had many opportunities to
contribute, whether through ticket sales,
raffles, games, or the always-exciting
auctions led by Jake Parnell. Among

the live auction items was a custom
metal-framed, wood-topped picnic table
crafted by Sutter Union High School
students, a first-time addition that drew
competitive bidding. Another highly
sought-after item was a two-night stay
at the Sea-Renity Chalet in Shelter Cove,
CA, offering a relaxing getaway for the
lucky winner.

Four tables were recognized as the
Memorial Scholarship sponsors:

AgWest Farm Credit, Farm West
Insurance Services, Purewal Farms, and
Schuler Ranch. Each of these sponsors
contributed to a four-year perpetual
scholarship awarded to one student
pursuing agriculture at a four-year
college. Their generosity plays a crucial
role in providing financial support to
students, helping them achieve their
goals and build a future in agriculture.

Davit Ranches Live Oak High School
Diamond B Co. Lomo Cold Storage
Dutch Bros. Coffee Lundberg Family Farms
Edible Memories Marler Farms
Farm West Insurance Services Marysville FFA
Farmer’s Rice Cooperative MIS
Filter Farms Megan and Matt Byrne
First Northern Bank Mike Chesini Family
Five Star Bank Montna Farms
Flying U Rodeo Co. N&S Tractor
Guardian Life Insurance Financial NorCal Pump & Well Drilling
Health Qakview Insurance Services
Grange Co-Op Orchard Machinery Corporation
Grow West Pacific Agribusincss, LLG
Harmun Trucking Pape Machinery

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC
Hilbers, Inc.
Honig Farms, LLC
Hyatt McIntire & Associates

Pasquini’s Fine Italian
Paulsen White Oak, LP
Pillar Training Institute

Plumas Bank

JT Ag Services Poole’s Jewelers
K. Roberts Purewal Farms
K2 Farms Rue & Forsman Ranch Partnership
Kiran Rai RDV Farms
Kulwant Johl River Valley Community Bank
KZB Agand SSD AG Sac Valley Walnut Growers, LLC

Laurie Benzel Sacramento Kings
Laurie Johnson

Lillian Smith

Sam and Sunny Nevis
Sandy Furlan
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We are grateful for their commitment
to investing in the next generation of
agricultural leaders.

Adding even more excitement, this
year’s event featured a brand-new raffle
in partnership with Beeler Tractor Co.
Leading up to Spring Fling, 200 tickets
were sold for a chance to win a 2023
Kawasaki Mule Pro-MX SE 4x4. The
highly anticipated drawing took place
that evening, with Clark Becker named
the lucky winner.

Spring Fling wouldn’t be possible without
our dedicated committee members,
generous donors, staff, and volunteers.
Thank you to our Diamond Sponsors:
Banner Bank, Guardian Financial Life
Insurance Health, Rue & Forsman Ranch
Partnership, ShoEi Foods, and Yuba
Water Agency. The YSFB staff, board of
directors, and Spring Fling committee are
thankful for another successful year and
proud to be part of a community that
values the future of agriculture! =

Sarb Atwal
Schuler Ranch
Sea-Renity Chalet
Setton Pistachio
ShoEi Foods USA Inc.
Sidhu Farms
Sierra Gold Nurseries
Siller Bros.

Siller Ponderosa Angus
Smith & Smith Farms
Stineman’s Farm Supply
Strachan Apiaries
Sunsweet Growers Inc.
Sutter County Sheriff
Sutter FEA
Sutter Land Management, LLC
Sutter Orchard Supply
Sy and Sarah Honig
Twin Cities Trophies
Twin Rivers Lending, LLC
Union Lumber
Van Dyke’s Rice Dryer
Wes and Monica Wright
‘Wheatland FFA
Wilbur Ellis
Wise Villa Winery
Yuba-Sutter Fair
Yuba Water Agency

2025 Spring Fling Sponsors and Donors



Heads or Tails Game
Photo/ Moe’s Mems

California Farm Bureau President,
Shannon Douglass announcing 3
the winner of the 2023 Kawasaki Mule. = A -

Photo/Moe’s Mems YSEB-Staff.at the 2025 Spring Fling
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4-H and FFA members volunteering at Spring Fling
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We know ag
financing like
you know
work-life
balance.

For over a century we’ve supported the people
who are the heart of ag. You deserve a financial

partner who works as hard as you do.

AgWestFC.com

= Equal Housing Lender

institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



2025 Leadership Farm Bureau Class to Begin Training

ight agricultural professionals
from across the state have

been chosen for the California Farm
Bureau’s 2025 Leadership Farm
Bureau program.

Leadership Farm Bureau class
members will participate in

a yearlong educational and
development initiative that
prepares them for leadership roles
in Farm Bureau and agriculture.
The program includes 200 hours

Beewise and manager of Bedoya

Orchards.

* Miranda Jachens of El Dorado
County, membership and
marketing manager for the
California Farm Labor Contractor
Association.

¢ Alicia Muhr of San Diego County,
office manager at San Diego
County Farm Bureau.

* David Perry of Glenn County, a
fourth-generation rice farmer and

of instruction, with seminars on The'202'5 Leadership Fgrm Bureag class are Alexis Har'vey, frgrp left, owner of a trucking company that
key issues affecting California Tharvin Gill, Samantha Piehoff, David Perry, Harley Ramirez, Alicia Muhr, hauls ri ts fruit t
John Tamayo and Miranda Jachens. Photo / Cheryl Durheim auls rice, nuts, Truit, aggregate

farmers, ranchers and agricultural
businesses.

Program participants will learn about government and legislation,
media and communications, public speaking and team building.
The class will attend lobbying sessions in Sacramento and
Washington, D.C., and meet with lawmakers and administrative
and regulatory officials.

Members of the Leadership Farm Bureau class are:

* Tharvin Gill of Sutter County, Western region vice president
relationship manager for Conterra Ag Capital.

* Alexis Harvey of Solano County, a crop consultant for Grow West,
an account manager for Dixon Bee Co., a pollination consultant for

and cement powder.

* Samantha Piehoff of Sonoma County, Sonoma County Farm Bureau
operations manager and a fourth-generation agriculturist.

* Harley Ramirez of Shasta County, manager of Sunbelt Rentals,
where he provides rental equipment to local and regional farmers,
ranchers, contractors and others.

 John Tamayo of Imperial County, a sales representative for Rain
for Rent, working with farmers and ranchers to provide irrigation
solutions.

The participants’ training will culminate at a graduation ceremony

during the California Farm Bureau Annual Meeting in Anaheim

in December. =
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PLANNING * INVESTMENTS * INSURANCE

Supporting farming
professionals in securing the
business they have grown

from the ground up.
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LET US HELP YOU WITH:

* Retirement & Estate Planning « Create & Preserve Wealth
*Investment Management *Tax Efficient Investing
*Financial Plan Tailored to Your Needs

Call Us Today!
530.751.9525

Matthew DiGiacomo CA Insurance Lic. # 0D83913 | Evan Pugh CA Insurance Lic. # 4233570 |
Matthew DeBiase CA Insurance Lic. # 4247331 are Registered Representatives and Investment
Adviser Representatives with/and offers securities and advisory services through
Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
Fixed insurance products and services are separate from and not offered through
Commonwealth. Core Financial Group 1215 Plumas St. Suite 1502 Yuba City, CA 959951

COUNTRY
VETERINARY
CLINIC

Beautiful Country Setting for Quality, Personable Medicine

4839 E. Butte Road
Live Oak, CA 95953
(530) 674-1660
Mon-Fri: 8:00am - 5:30pm
Sat: 8:00am - 12:00pm
Sun: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

(for lodging pick-up only)
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www.countryvet.net
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GIUSTI (CUSTOM RICE

& SPRAYING
(530)237-6951

LONG-TERM FINANCING
VARIABLE & FIXED RATE OPTIONS

Ag Production Lines
Ag Equipment New & Used
Orchard Development

H A Rv ESI' N G T / V Land Refinance or Acquisition
’ g‘ RIVERVALLEY

ONE m AQUA/ROLL RIG

Farmer Mac Lender
RICE CHOPPING
COMMUNITY BANK
RI c E s T u B B L E D I s CI N G Local banking, done right.

myrvcb.com | 530.755.0418

COMMITTED TO SAFETY, SECURITY & CUSTOMER SERVICE

lABI]RLAWPDSTER P EOT ES SO NNYACLS

2024-2025 Training Schedule
English and Spanish Sessions

CALIFORNIA

May 28, 2025

Heat lllness Prevention

June 12, 2024
First Aid/CPR/AED Certification

SELOES July 31, 2025

s zoo § A Harvest Safety

(530) 673-6550 OR November 7, 2025
CIERA@YSFARMBUREAU.COM FOR MORE

INFORMATION OSHA Topics
' (Chainsaw, Nightwork, Back & Lifting)

Visit https://www.ysfarmbureau.com/mvp-
trainings for more information




Blue Jacket Bonanza Recipients Receive Their Jackets

he Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau’s Fund for E——

Ag Education 501(c)(3) proudly presents ! : O | ANVOCATING
FFA jackets through the Blue Jacket Bonanza R e g Iy o o e s

program. The program is made possible through
generous donations made at the YSFB Fund for
Ag Education annual Spring Fling fundraiser.

The Blue Jacket Bonanza program was developed
to provide students involved in FFA with a

chance to earn their blue jacket. To receive a
jacket, students must complete an application
that includes a written essay and participate in

an interview where they have the opportunity to
share their commitment to community service.
Since starting the program in 2014, the Yuba-
Sutter Farm Bureau has awarded 225 jackets to
students from local high schools.

This year, the Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau was proud
to present FFA jackets to 25 recipients from East — -
Nicolaus, Marysville, River Valley, Sutter Union, Recipients: Addison Rizzio, Caelyn Bowen, Destiny Johnston, Dillon Russell, Emily

Wheatland Union, and Yuba City high schools. Rempel, Gauge Hammons, Geno Petruzzi, Greyson Niesen, Heston Burrow, JoEllen
We wish all these agricultural students success in Lorton, Johsua Jeffries, Julia Harris, Kate Geweke, Kira Shen, Lexi Phillips, Lillyona
their FFA experience and know they represent the Coleman, Macie Mobley, Mariana Villanueva, Milo Ortega, Payten Morgan, Raelene
future of agriculture. = Raynor, Ryleigh Lemenager, Sophie O’Donnell, Stella Stone, and Tyler Cucuk

TIRED OF THE SCAMS?

We're your local, trusted insurance source.

For over 40 years we have
been your local, trusted
insurance provider.

Now powered by the Yuba-
Sutter Farm Bureau, Farm West
Insurance Services is dedicated
to protecting your family farm;

yesterday, today and tomorrow. FARM WEST

INSURANCE SERVICES

BY YUBA-SUTTER FARM BUREAU”

CA LICENSE #0B99774

Contact Randy Fletcher today
randy @ farmwestins.com

www.FarmWestlns.com - 530.741.0441 - 475 N. Palora Ave, Ste B, Yuba City



mailto:randy@farmwestins.com
http://www.FarmWestIns.com

Meet Our New Director

arm Bureau Board of Directors, staff team, and
F members thank you for this special opportunity!
| am excited to serve alongside fellow board leaders in
representing your interests and our great industry.
My family resides in Live Oak where we operate
Dillabo Livestock, a cow/calf operation that produces
show cattle for customers across the US. | am an
alumnus of Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and serve as the
CEO of the Yuba-Sutter Fairgrounds. | have been in
the fair industry for the past 23 years. It’s more than
a career, it’s a passion. | am fortunate to engage with
our community and interact with members of our
local 4-H and FFA programs - two organizations that
had a profound impact on my childhood! | serve as
the current chair of the California Fairs Alliance and
value how that statewide experience has influenced
my local perspective and responsibilities regarding
advocacy, education, and communication.
As a long-time Farm Bureau member, our family
understands the importance of membership
commitment and grassroots advocacy. | look forward
to promoting the benefits of membership and
learning how | can best contribute to advancing the
Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau mission.

an associate member of

LEGACI | §Guardian

Tomorrow | Insurance & Financial Services

Network®

PROTECT YOUR LEGACY. PLAN FOR TOMORROW.

As someone deeply committed to protecting families and businesses, I'm proud
to be part of Legaci Tomorrow Insurance & Financial Services, where we help
individuals, families, and business owners build financial protection and
confidence.

In agriculture, hard work and dedication go hand in hand with uncertainty.
Whether it’s ensuring that your family’s farm stays in the family, protecting
your income from unexpected events, or planning for a smooth succession, life
insurance and financial strategies play a critical role in protecting your legacy.

KEY PERSON INSURANCE
« Protects the business from financial loss if a key employee or owner passes away.
« Helps cover lost revenue, hiring, and training costs.
BUSINESS OWNER'S PERSONAL LIFE INSURANCE
* Provides financial PROTECTION for the owner’s family.
+ Can be term or permanent coverage.
EXECUTIVE BONUS PLANS (SECTION 162 PLAN)
* Uses life insurance as a benefit for key employees.
 Business pays the premiums, and the employee owns the policy.

JENN NGUYEN] & (209)403-1162 |*« JENNY_NGUYEN@GLIC.COM
CA LICENSE #4069742

Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. Legaci Tomorrow Insurance & Financial Services is not an affiliate or
subsidiary of Guardian. CA Insurance License #4069742. The Guardian Network® is a network of preferred providers authorized to offer products of The Guardian Life Insurance
Company of America (Guardian), New York, NY and its subsidiaries. LEGACI Tomorrow Insurance & Financial Services, a Guardian career development manager location, is an
associate member of The Guardian Network®. 7768666. 1 Exp. 3/27




Introducing the New YF&R Officer Team
]

Chair: Ryan Emory

Hello all, my name is Ryan Emory, and | am this year’s YF&R Chair. | grew up in
Orange County and went on to graduate from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo with a
degree in Agricultural Engineering in 2020. | moved up to Yuba City shortly after
and began working in the orchard harvest industry. | have recently made a career
switch and am now an Equipment Engineer for Caltrans.

When I’'m not at work, you can usually find me working outside on my 2-acre farm
or floating the rivers in the summer. I've been a member of YF&R for a little over
four years now and am looking forward to continuing to grow the club and make
: connections along the way.

First Vice Chair: Martina Damboriena

Hello! A little bit about me... | am a Sutter native, born and raised right here in the
Sutter Buttes on my family’s ranch, where we raise sheep and cattle. | graduated
from California State University, Chico in 2019 and shortly after obtained my real
estate license. | have been serving the Yuba, Sutter, and Butte County areas as a

Realtor ever since. Along with selling properties, I'm a substitute teacher, rancher,

and Vice Chair for the local Young Farmers & Ranchers committee. | am very
passionate about our small but growing community.

Secretary: Ally Reines

| have deep roots in the Yuba-Sutter area, with several generations of my family
heritage tied to the Yuba-Sutter community. After graduating from Yuba City High
School, | pursued my passion for agriculture at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, where |
earned a bachelor’s degree in Agribusiness. After graduation, | spent three years as a
Risk Management Analyst with Golden State Farm Credit in Chico.

As my career progressed, | realized my true passion lies in connecting with and serving
people, which led me to become a Financial Advisor with Edward Jones. Since moving

back to Yuba City last year, | have been committed to engaging with and giving back to
the community as the incoming secretary for Young Farmers & Ranchers and an active

member of the Yuba City Rotary.

While my work is no longer solely focused on agriculture, | remain dedicated to
supporting farmers by helping them plan for their future and family legacy. Agriculture
is still close to home for me—not only through my involvement in Young Farmers and
Ranchers but also through my dad, Brian Reines, and my fiancé, Taylor Doyle, who both
work in ag. Taylor’s work as a PCA for Ag Advisors keeps us both closely connected to
the industry, and we share a passion for supporting local farmers and ranchers.«

% OAKVIEW

INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

optalk
FARM & AGRIBUSINESS

INSURANCE WANT TO GROW YOUR REACH?
(530) 674-5054 ADVERTISE WITH CROP TALK!
Reach Hundredsef Farmers, Ranchers,
Nationwide Farm Certified ™ and Industry Leaders!
& AFIS Certified

CA Ag Leadership

Contact-Us Today!
ciefa@ysfarmbureau.com

M G grm Foundation Class 50 (530) 673-6550

“Farm Gal Turned Insurance Gal”

megan@yourfavoriteagent.net  LIC# 0L91635
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Monitoring Spider Mites in Almond Orchards

Courtesy of California Ag Network and The Almond Board of California

Imond growers are all too familiar

with the challenges posed by
pests in their orchards. Despite not
being on the top of a grower’s concern
list, spider mites can inflict serious
damage to an almond orchard, and
rather quickly if populations get out of
control. However, effective monitoring
and the use of beneficial insects can
play a crucial role in managing these
pests and ensuring a healthy almond
harvest.

Understanding Spider Mites

Spider mites are tiny arachnids that
thrive in warm, dry conditions, making
almond orchards an ideal habitat. These
pests feed on the leaves of almond
trees, causing stippling, yellowing, and
eventually leaf drop. Severe infestations
can lead to reduced photosynthesis,
weakened trees, and lower vyields.
Therefore, it is essential to keep a close
eye on spider mite populations and
take timely action to prevent economic
losses.

The Role of Beneficial Insects

One of the most effective natural
treatments for spider mites is the use of
beneficial insects, such as six-spotted
thrips. These tiny predators feed on
spider mites and can significantly reduce
their populations. David Haviland, a
University of California Cooperative
Extension (UCCE) entomology farm
advisor, emphasizes the importance of
relying on six-spotted thrips for mite
management. These thrips are highly
adaptable, reproduce quickly, and
provide numerous operational benefits.
They occur naturally, are free, and do
not leave residues, pre-harvest intervals,
or worker safety issues to worry about.

In addition to six-spotted thrips, other
natural enemies of spider mites include
predatory mites and lady beetles. These
beneficial insects can help maintain

a balance in the orchard ecosystem,
reducing the need for chemical
interventions. However, it is crucial to
monitor the populations of both spider
mites and their natural enemies to
make informed decisions about pest
management.
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he Almond Board of California

Effective Monitoring Techniques
Monitoring for spider mites involves
regular inspections of the orchard,
particularly in dusty or water-stressed
areas where mites are most likely to
thrive. Checking on the underside of
leaves for the presence of spider mites
is the most effective way to identify
them in the orchard. According to the
University of California Agriculture

and Natural Resources (UC ANR)
Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
Program, growers should check for
spider mites at least weekly during the
warmer months. Presence-absence leaf
sampling is a useful tool for determining
whether treatment is necessary. If
there are 1.4 mites per leaf or 38% of
leaves are infested, it is time to consider
intervention to prevent the population
from reaching damaging levels.

To-Do List for Growers

1. Seasonal Monitoring: From March
to early May, monitor orchards for
both predators and spider mites
at least once every two weeks.
Increase monitoring frequency to
at least once a week from June to
September when mite populations
can rapidly increase.

2. Weekly Inspections: Regularly
inspect your orchard, especially in
dusty or water-stressed areas, to
check for spider mites. Use a hand
lens to detect mite eggs, hatched
spider mites, and predators.

3. Presence-Absence Leaf Sampling:
Use this method to determine if

treatment is necessary. If there are
1.4 mites per leaf or 38% of leaves
are infested, take action.

4. Monitor Beneficial Insects: Assess
the populations of natural enemies
like six-spotted thrips, predatory
mites, and lady beetles to ensure
they are sufficient to control spider
mites.

5. Consider Selective Miticides: If
natural predators are not enough,
consider using selective miticides
that are less harmful to beneficial
insects.

6. Follow ABC Guidelines:
Utilize resources and guidelines
provided by the Almond Board of
California (ABC) for effective mite
management.
For more detailed information on
monitoring spider mites, growers can
refer to the guidelines provided by the
UC ANR IPM Program (https://ipm.
ucanr.edu/agriculture/almond/#gsc.
tab=0).
Spider mites could pose a significant
threat to almond orchards, but effective
monitoring and the use of beneficial
insects can help manage these pests
without increasing inputs. By relying on
natural predators like six-spotted thrips
and other beneficial insects, growers
can reduce the need for chemical
interventions, lower costs and promote
a healthier orchard ecosystem.
— By the Almond Board of California =
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How Research Has Revolutionized the Tree Nut Industry

hen you think about California’s

tree nut industry, it’s easy to focus
on the hard work growers put in every day.
But behind the scenes, research has been
the driving force keeping our industry
competitive, sustainable, and profitable.
From improving yields to conserving water
and fighting off pests, ongoing studies are
shaping the future of tree nut farming. As
someone who has been covering
this industry for years, I've seen
firsthand how innovation has
transformed the way we grow,
harvest, and market these crops.

Bigger Yields, Stronger Trees

One of the biggest game-
changers in tree nut farming has
been advances in plant genetics
and breeding. Researchers

have developed new rootstocks
that can handle drought, resist
diseases, and thrive in different soil
conditions. This means healthier
trees, better nut quality, and higher
yields per acre.

Take, for example, recent advancements in
tree nut breeding. New self-fertile varieties
are reducing the need for pollination while
maintaining strong production. Tree nuts are
also benefiting from breeding programs that
improve their ability to withstand heat and
fluctuating winter chill. These breakthroughs
keep California growers ahead of global
competition and ensure long-term
profitability.

Water Efficiency: Doing More with Less
Let’s talk about water—because let’s face

it, it’s the most critical issue we deal with.
Research has led to huge advancements in
irrigation efficiency. Drip and micro-irrigation
systems, precision soil moisture sensors, and
data-driven irrigation scheduling have helped
growers get the most out of every drop.

The Almond Board of California, along

with university researchers, has been at
the forefront of these efforts, showing that
growers can cut water use by up to 20%
without hurting yields. Tree nut growers
are also seeing major benefits from tailored
irrigation strategies, helping them navigate
California’s water regulations while keeping
their orchards productive.

Soil Health: The Foundation for Success
Healthy trees start with healthy soil. Thanks
to research on cover cropping, compost
applications, and reduced tillage, growers
are finding ways to build soil organic matter,
improve water retention, and support
beneficial microbes. The payoff? Stronger
root systems, better nutrient uptake, and
more resilient orchards.

As part of our commitment to research in the tree nut industry,
West Coast Nut’s MyAgLife fundraiser provided essential dollars
to keep trials going at the Nickels Soil Lab in Arbuckle. This
cooperative research is a great example of the public/private

partnerships that drive innovation in the industry.

Regenerative agriculture is gaining traction,
and it’s not just a buzzword, it’s a proven
way to improve long-term productivity.
Some tree nut growers are already
implementing these techniques to boost soil
health and even sequester carbon, turning
their orchards into part of the climate
solution.

Fighting Pests Smarter, Not Harder

No grower wants to overuse pesticides,
but controlling pests in tree nuts is a
constant battle. That’s why Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) has become such an
essential strategy. Research has led to the
development of pheromone-based mating
disruption techniques, which drastically cut
the need for broad-spectrum insecticides.

For instance, managing navel
orangeworm—a major pest in tree nuts—has
become more effective thanks to studies

on improved orchard sanitation, natural
predators, and selective sprays. These
advancements not only protect crops

but also help maintain beneficial insect
populations and reduce chemical residues.

Technology: The Future of Tree Nut Farming
If you’re not using precision ag tools yet, you
will be soon. Drones, satellite imaging, and
Al-driven data analysis are taking tree nut
farming to the next level. These technologies
allow growers to monitor tree health, detect
nutrient deficiencies, and optimize input use
without wasting time or money.

Imagine being able to spot
irrigation issues from the air
before they impact yields or using
machine learning to predict pest
outbreaks before they happen.
This is the kind of research-backed
technology that’s shaping the
future of farming.

Climate Challenges and the Road
Ahead

We all know that growing tree nuts
in California comes with challenges
of rising temperatures, shifting
weather patterns, and increasing
regulations. The good news?
Research is helping growers adapt.

Studies on heat-tolerant tree nut
varieties, smarter orchard management
techniques, and improved winter chill
calculations are giving growers the tools
they need to stay ahead of these changes.
By working with researchers, tree nut
farmers can make informed decisions that
protect their operations for the long haul.

Bottom Line: Research Drives Profitability
At the end of the day, all of this research isn’t
just about sustainability, it’s about keeping
tree nut growers profitable. More efficient
water use, healthier soil, targeted pest
control, and precision technology all add up
to better yields, lower costs, and stronger
returns.

As a publisher deeply connected to the ag
industry, I've had the privilege of talking
to countless growers, researchers, and
industry leaders. One thing is clear: those
who embrace research-driven advancements
are the ones who will thrive in the future.
California’s tree nut industry is built

on innovation, and as long as we keep
pushing forward, we’ll remain the world’s
top producer of high-quality tree nuts for
generations to come. =
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Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau Business Members Directory
|

Support these businesses and let them know you are a Farm Bureau member!

Call the Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau at 673-6550 for information on becoming a Business Member.

AERIAL APPLICATION
Anderson’s Flying Service
Robbins, CA

(530) 738-4205

Moe’s Crop Dusting Service, Inc.
Pleasant Grove, CA
(530) 682-5117

Sutter Butte Dusters, Inc.

P.O. Box 213, Live Oak, CA
(530) 695-2294
sutterbuttedusters@gmail.com

Twin Cities Aviation
94 2nd St., Yuba City, CA
(530) 673-4578

AGRICULTURAL ADVISING
Agricultural Advisors

3995 E. Butte Rd.,, Live Oak, CA
(530) 674-1255

APIARIES

Strachan Apiaries, Inc.

2522 Tierra Buena Rd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 674-3881

ASSOCIATIONS

California Canning Peach Association
335 Teegarden Ave., Yuba City, CA
(530) 673-8526

City of Yuba City
1201 Civic Center Blvd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 822-4762

Garden Highway Mutual
Water Corporation
Yuba City, CA

(530) 674-2837

Prune Bargaining Association

335 Teegarden Ave,, Ste. B, Yuba City, CA

(530 674-5636

AUCTION SERVICE
Bid Cal Inc.

Chico, CA

(530) 345-0840

BANKING/FINANCIAL

AgWest Farm Credit

1800 Lassen Blvd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 671-1420

ATLAS CPAs & Advisors

319 6th Street, PO Box 590, Marysville, CA

(530) 742-8201
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Core Financial Group

1215 Plumas St., Yuba City, CA
(530) 228-3029
michael@mycoremoney.com

Five Star Bank
855 Harter Pkwy., Suite 350B, Yuba City, CA
(530) 431-0950

Rabo AgriFinance
855 Harter Pkwy., Yuba City, CA
(855) 887-9276

River Valley Community Bank
1629 Colusa Ave., Yuba City, CA
(530) 821-2460

Tenney & Company, CPA
1528 Starr Dr., Suite A, Yuba City, CA
(530) 674-4211

CHEMICAL & FERTILIZER COMPANIES
Helena Agri-Enterprises

6788 Colusa Hwy., Yuba City, CA
(530) 674-3718

Wilbur Ellis
900 N. George Washington Blvd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 673-0921

CONSTRUCTION
Gary Smith
Yuba City, CA
(530) 701-6731

Hilbers, Inc.
770 N. Walton Ave., #100, Yuba City, CA
(530) 673-2947

Rosser Enterprises, Inc.
Wheatland, CA
(530) 713-8531

CUSTOM FARMING

Fiveway, Inc.

3339 N. Township Rd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 671-9519

EQUIPMENT/VEHICLES

Beeler Tractor Co.

887 E. Onstott Rd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 673-3555

Holt Ag Solutions
2950 Colusa Hwy., Yuba City, CA
(530) 755-3363

Orchard Machinery Corporation
2700 Colusa Hwy., Yuba City, CA
(530) 673-2822

Pape Machinery
1751 Hwy 99, Gridley, CA
(530) 624-9403

FARM MANAGEMENT

JS Johal & Sons, Inc.

5020 Garden Hwy., Yuba City, CA
(530) 682-3600

JT Ag Services
jtcustomharvest@gmail.com
(530) 701-3069

PR Ag Services

Paul Takhar

(530) 682-6900
treeshakes@gmail.com

FARMS, RANCHES & INDIVIDUALS
Balbir Bains

2909 Reed Rd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 682-9315

BGH LP
6394 Larkin Rd., Live Oak, CA

Gurpal Basi
(530) 682-4434

Just Farms LP
Gridley, CA
(530) 846-3958

Red Maple Ranch

Yuba City, CA

(530) 218-7980
redmapleranchflowers@gmail.com

Shaeffer Ranch, LLC
Clovis, CA

T&M Meyer Farms
8681 S Butte Rd., Sutter, CA
(530) 570-9957

Tamita Farms
8444 S Butte Rd., Sutter, CA
(530) 674-9378

Tony’s Fruit Stand
10464 CA-70, Marysville, CA
(530) 741-1512

Triple H Ranches
Robbins, CA
(530) 666-1500
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FUEL

Lakeview Petroleum

1528 Colusa Hwy., Yuba City, CA
(530) 742-7614

Valley Pacific Petroleum
Stockton, CA

(209) 948-9412
rob.goodman@vpps.net

HULLING & DRYING

Fedora Farms

2551 Farmlan Rd., Meridian, CA
(530) 682-2940

INSURANCE

Denney Insurance Services

856 Richland Rd., Suite B, Yuba City, CA
(530) 671-5813

Farm West Insurance Services, Inc.
475 N Palora Ave,, Suite B, Yuba City, CA
(530) 741-0441

Galligan & Associates
440 Palora Ave,, Yuba City, CA
(530) 671-4841

Huntley Bravos Zall Insurance Brokers
520 Olive St., Marysville, CA 95901
(530) 743-9264

Interwest Insurance Services, LLC
222 Court St., Woodland, CA
(530) 518-0410

Oakview Insurance Services, Inc.

1670 Sierra Ave., Ste 303, Yuba City, CA
(530) 674-5054
megan@yourfavoriteagent.net

Roberson & Sons Insurance Services Inc.

Eric Roberson
(530) 365-1009

Sutter Buttes Insurance
1527 Starr Dr, #M, Yuba City, CA
(530) 216-1067

LEGAL SERVICES

Hyatt-Mcintyre & Associates

950 Tharp Rd., Suite 701, Yuba City, CA
(530) 674-9761

The Law Offices of Robin C. Bevier PC
2479 Sunrise Blvd., Gold River, CA
(916) 858-0904

NURSERY
Guillaume Grapevine Nursery

21208 State Highway 113, Knights Landing, CA

(530) 735-6821

Sierra Gold Nurseries
5320 Garden Hwy., Yuba City, CA
(530) 674-1145

PROCESSING & DRYING

Catlett Warehouse

2138 Catlett Rd., Pleasant Grove, CA
(530) 674-2380

District 10 Dryers, LLC
9000 Mathews Ln., Marysville, CA
(530) 742-3116

Grower Direct Nut Company
2288 Geer Rd., Hughson, CA
(209) 448-6133

Miki Orchard, Inc.
803 Boyer Rd., Marysville, CA
(530) 743-4402

Sacramento Packing, Inc.
833 Tudor Rd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 671-4488

ShoEi Foods
1900 Feather River Blvd., Olivehurst, CA
(530) 742-7866

Sunsweet Growers
901 Walton Ave., Yuba City, CA
(530) 751-5379

SunWest Foods, Inc.
Yuba City, CA
(530) 671-8888

Taylor Brothers Farms
182 Wilkie Ave., Yuba City, CA
(530) 671-1505

Van Dykes Rice Dryer

4036 Pleasant Grove Rd., Pleasant Grove, CA

(916) 655-3171

PUMP SERVICES

Nor-Cal Pump & Well Drilling
1325 Berry Rd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 674-5861

North Valley Pump
8737 S. Butte Rd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 300-8059

Rain for Rent Branch 1032(3)
390 W Kentucky Ave., Woodland, CA
(531) 320-3261

REAL ESTATE

Coldwell Banker Commercial
Valley Brokers

1307 Franklin Rd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 673-6614

Edwards, Lien & Toso

Randy Edwards

(209) 634-9484
randaledwards19@hotmail.com

Farm & Ranch Realty
P.O. Box 564, Woodland, CA
(530) 908-4689

SERVICES - OTHER

Country Butcher

5860 Feather River Blvd., Olivehurst, CA
(530) 742-0284

Joel Giusti
Yuba City, CA
(530) 237-6951

MPV Safety Professionals LLC
201 East St., Woodland, CA
(530)848-0998

Sutter Buttes Regional Land Trust
P.O. Box 3359, Yuba City, CA
(530) 755-3568

Yuba-Sutter Fairgrounds
442 Franklin Ave., Yuba City, CA
(530) 674-1280

SUPPLY

Bearing Belt Chain Company
829 5th St., Marysville, CA
(530) 743-9256

California Industrial Rubber Co., Inc
1690 Sierra Ave., Yuba City, CA
(530) 485-1487

Derco Supply
2920 A Colusa Hwy., Yuba City, CA
(530) 673-0481

Grange CoOp & Nursery Supply
1264 Stabler Ln., Yuba City, CA
(530) 777-3551

Hust Brothers, Inc.
710 3rd St., Marysville, CA
(530) 743-1561

Sutter Orchard Supply
573 Bridge St., Yuba City, CA
(530) 673-8068

TRUCKING

Gee Agri Transport Inc.
Yuba City, CA

(530) 682-1182 (Direct
(530) 415-0504 (Text/Data)

UTILITIES

Calpine

5029 S. Township Rd., Yuba City, CA
(530) 821-2072

Chico Electric
36 W Eaton Rd., Chico, CA
(530) 891-1933

Meridian Farms Water Co.
1138 4th St., Meridian, CA
(530) 696-2456
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Scouting: Your First Defense
Against Navel Orangeworms

Navel orangeworm (NOW) is the most
damaging pest in almonds. Not only does NOW
damage the nut and cause crop loss, but it can
lead to aflatoxin, a food safety concern. Being
vigilant at scouting for NOW, early and often,
leads to better decisions and timing of crucial
treatment applications. The timelier the
applications, the more effective your IPM
program will be. Scouting and monitoring are a
crucial part for all pests and diseases in an
almond orchard.

tips for monitoring,
managing and treating
navel orangeworm from
industry experts.

@Cahforma Visit Almonds.com/IPM for

almonds more tools and information

Almond Board of California



http://www.Almonds.com/NOW

